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In Philadelphia, every day, an average of 37 people are assigned cash bail.1 
While the amounts vary, the median bail issued in 2018 was $10,000.2

Meanwhile, more than 3 of every 4 people arrested in Philadelphia 
live below the poverty line. For someone living in poverty, the $1,000 
required for release on a $10,000 bail is unaffordable and serves as a 
barrier to freedom. Instead of being released and given a court date for 
their trial, people who cannot afford their bail are sent to a Philadelphia 
jail where they wait an average of 100 days for their case to conclude. 
While in jail, people’s lives are severely disrupted and forever changed.

The Philadelphia Bail Fund believes strongly that wealth-based 
detention is wrong. It is a violation of the presumption of innocence 
to incarcerate a person who has not been convicted of a crime solely 
on the basis of their income. The Philadelphia Bail Fund advocates 
that Philadelphia’s cash bail system change to one where release 
before trial is the norm except in the most exceptional instances.

Introduction
In January 2018, District Attorney Larry Krasner entered office in Philadelphia 
after campaigning to end the injustice of cash bail. On February 21, 2018, 
District Attorney Krasner released a bail reform policy that required his office’s 
representatives to request immediate release for individuals facing any one 
of 25 charges, with certain exceptions.3 One year following these reforms, 
an independent study by George Mason law professor Megan Stevenson 
and Penn criminology professor Aurelie Ouss showed that this policy did 
not increase the failure to appear rate nor recidivism, despite the release 
of more people without bail.4 Even with these supportive findings, no new 
bail reforms have been introduced since the February 2018 policy change.

Cash Bail in Philadelphia

1. Docket sheet analysis by the Philadelphia Bail Fund showing that between February 
21, 2018 and February 17, 2019, 13,474 cases were assigned cash bail. 

2. Docket sheet analysis by the Philadelphia Bail Fund showing that  between 
February 21, 2018 and February 17, 2019, the total sum of cash bail assigned was 
$1,074,153,650, the mean was $64,263 and the median was $10,000.

3. Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office, “Larry Krasner Announced End to Cash Bail in 
Philadelphia for Low-Level Offenses” (February 21, 2018). Available at: https://phillyda.wordpress.
com/2018/02/21/larry-krasner-announces-end-to-cash-bail-in-philadelphia-for-low-level-offenses/

4. Ouss, Aurelie and Stevenson, Megan, “Evaluating the Impacts of Eliminating Prosecutorial 
Requests for Cash Bail” (February 17, 2019). George Mason Legal Studies Research Paper No. LS 19-
08. Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3335138 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3335138
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What we observed
The Philadelphia Bail Fund conducts regular court watching of preliminary 
arraignment hearings (or “bail hearings”) as part of Philly Bail Watch, in 
partnership with Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts. In October 2018, we 
released a report, which included observations from the public on 611 
bail hearings revealing that bail was still used excessively in Philadelphia, 
and proposing recommendations for reform of the process.5

Since our Philadelphia Bail Watch report was released in October 2018, 
all court actors are now using their microphones more regularly during 
bail hearings. This change is significant.  All hearings are conducted via 
videoconferencing technology where the individual being arraigned is not 
physically present. Therefore, consistent use of the microphone allows the 
individual being arraigned to hear the proceeding. The use of microphones 
also allows the public to hear, which often was not possible previously.

Because of this development, we are now aware of the recommendations 
for release being given by the District Attorney’s Office and Public Defender 
representatives. What follows are the key findings from 125 hearings observed 
by the Philadelphia Bail Fund between March 21 and April 14, 2019.

• Of the 125 observed hearings between March 21 and April 
14, 2019, the District Attorney’s Office representatives 
consistently recommended higher amounts of cash bail than 
what was ultimately issued by the court magistrate.

• This occurred despite District Attorney Larry Krasner’s public 
comments that setting unaffordable bail is wrong, and that 
the practice of cash bail should be eliminated in Philadelphia. 
It also occurred despite the widespread belief that judge and 
magistrate resistance prevents the District Attorney’s Office 
from instituting more progressive decarceral practices.

• For the 125 hearings observed, 74% of accused individuals were 
perceived as Black, Latino or Asian and 89% were perceived to be men. 
Of the 125 cases observed, cash bail was issued 35% of the time.6

5. Philadelphia Bail Fund and Pennsylvanians for Modern Courts, “Philadelphia Bail 
Watch Report: Findings and Recommendations based on 611 Bail Hearings” (October 15, 
2018). Available at: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/591a4fd51b10e32fb50fbc73/t/
5bc60034a4222f8cd2231c54/1539702839376/Philly+Bail+Report_Finalv2.pdf 

6. These 125 hearings do not represent a statistically significant sample and, 
therefore, it cannot be assumed that the racial, ethnic and gender breakdown, 
or the percentage of cash bail issued is representative of all cases.
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• Of the 44 cases where cash bail was issued among these observations, in 
93% of the cases (41 cases) a public defender or court-appointed attorney 
was assigned to represent the accused individual due to indigence. 
Realistically speaking, if the courts find that a person is indigent and unable 
afford an attorney, any amount of money is likely hold that person in jail 
or person. We also observed nearly a dozen cases where unemployment 
or inability to pay cash bail was explicitly stated during the hearing. 

• Of the 44 cases where cash bail was issued among these observations, 
in nearly 70% of the cases (30 cases) the District Attorney’s Office 
representative requested higher bail than what was issued by the 
magistrate. In another 20% of cases (9 cases), the District Attorney’s Office 
representative did not offer a recommendation or none was heard. 

• There was no case observed during this period where the 
magistrate issued cash bail at an amount higher than what was 
recommended by the District Attorney’s Office representative 
– in the remaining 5 cases, the magistrate issued cash bail at 
the amount requested by the District Attorney’s Office.

• Cash bail was only set in cases where the District Attorney’s Office 
representative requested it – there was no case observed during 
this period where the magistrate issued cash bail in the absence of a 
request for cash bail by the District Attorney’s Office representative. 

• In every single case observed in which the District Attorney’s Office 
representative requested ROR (Release on Recognize) or SOB (Sign 
on Bond), those release conditions were assigned; we observed 
no instance in which the District Attorney’s Office representative 
requested ROR and the magistrate refused to grant it. We did, 
however, observe two instances in which the District Attorney’s Office 
representative appealed the magistrate’s decision to release a person 
on ROR or SOB. In those two instances, the District Attorney’s Office’s 
appeal caused cash bail to be set instead of the magistrate’s initial 
determination that the person should be released without payment.

What does this mean, and why does it matter
• The District Attorney’s Office representative consistently recommends 

higher amounts of cash bail than what is ultimately issued by the court 
magistrate. In other words, the amount of cash bail recommended by the 
District Attorney’s Office representative is consistently higher than what 
the courts deem is necessary to ensure a an individual’s appearance at 
court - the only legal purpose of cash bail. 
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• According to District Attorney Krasner’s public statements,7 
his office should be requesting the minimal necessary 
terms of release required in order to ensure appearance 
at court. However, we find the opposite to be true.

• The District Attorney’s Office representative plays a pivotal role in cash 
bail determinations. The amount of cash bail that the District Attorney’s 
Office representative requests matters to the ultimate outcome. It 
serves as an anchor for the magistrate’s decision – in fact, according to 
our observations, it serves as a maximum that magistrates are reluctant 
to exceed. For this reason, the District Attorney’s Office should be 
held accountable when requesting excessive release conditions.

• However, the District Attorney’s Office representative is not the 
only responsible party. Court magistrates ultimately decide release 
conditions for every person who is arrested and goes through a 
preliminary arraignment hearing. We find that court magistrates 
are still not following Pennsylvania law,8 which states that: 

 – Cash bail should not be issued at levels which are unaffordable. 
We find that this continues to happen every day.

 – Magistrates should issue the minimal necessary terms of release 
required in order to ensure court appearance. We find that this is not 
happening for many individuals charged with crimes in Philadelphia.

Learn More
What follows are the details behind all 125 cases observed by 
the Philadelphia Bail Fund  between March 21 and April 14, 2019. 
The highlighted information indicates each instance where the 
District Attorney’s Office representative’s recommendation was 
higher than what was ultimately assigned by the magistrate. 

This information was shared with senior officials in the District 
Attorney’s Office responsible for bail policy on April 24, 2019. The 
Office did not provide a response to these findings aside from 
acknowledging receipt of the information. However, we hope to 
work with the District Attorney’s Office to change the status quo of 
District Attorney’s Office representatives in requesting cash bail.

7. See www.philly.com/archive/samantha_melamed/krasner-cash-bail-
philadelphia-reform-district-attorney-20180319.html 

[“The goal is a system like the one in the District of Columbia, 
where they never use cash as an aspect of bail.”] 

8. Pa. Const. Art. 1 § 13; 234 PA. Code Rule 524
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Key Terms
 
ROR - Release on recognizance  
Release conditioned only upon the person’s written agreement to appear 
when required and to comply with the conditions of the bail bond. 

SOB - Sign on bond  
Release conditioned upon the person’s written agreement to be liable for a 
fixed sum of money if he or she fails to appear as required or fails to comply 
with the conditions of the bail bond. No money or other form of  
security is deposited. 

AMP - Accelerated Misdemeanor Program  
Diversionary program for people charged with certain  
non-violent misdemeanors. 

Release on Nonmonetary Conditions  
Release conditioned upon the person’s agreement to comply with any non-
monetary conditions, which the bail authority determines are reasonably 
necessary to ensure the defendant’s appearance and compliance with the 
conditions of the bail bond. For example, release might be conditioned 
on the requirement that the person report to pretrial services.
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Hearing 
Date

Hearing 
Time

Magis- 
trate 
Name

Perceived 
Gender/Race

Attorney 
Assigned at 
Hearing

Relevant Details 
Mentioned At Hearing

Philadelphia 
District Attorney's 
Office request

Relevant Comments 
made

Bail set

1 3/21/2019 8:38:00 PM Rice M Black Public 
Defender

$500,000 
($250,000
each for two 
cases)

$300,000 ($150,000
each for two cases)

2 3/21/2019 8:42:00 PM Rice M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

Nonmonetary

3 3/21/2019 8:51:00 PM Rice
M

White Court 
Appointed

ROR ROR

4 3/21/2019 8:55:00 PM Rice M Black Public 
Defender

Makes $12/hr $200,000 DAO: “It’s a gun” 
Magistrate: “That’s a 
ridiculous amount”

$50,000

5 3/21/2019 9:04:00 PM Rice M Black Public 
Defender

Says he has no money 
at all. Detainer.

$75,000 Magistrate: “Bail amount 
is punitive”

$1,000

6 3/21/2019 9:19:00 PM Rice M White Public 
Defender

$50,000 Magistrate: “Ridiculous - 
he has 2 detainers”

$2,500

7 3/21/2019 9:21:00 PM Rice M Black Court 
Appointed

Unemployed
n/a

Nonmonetary

8 3/21/2019 9:23:00 PM Rice M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed
n/a

Nonmonetary

9 3/21/2019 9:33:00 PM Rice M Black Public 
Defender

Homeless
n/a

ROR

10 3/21/2019 9:48:00 PM Rice M Black Public 
Defender

On public assistance 
and specifically stated 
could not afford $20k 
bail

$70,000 ($35,00
each for two cases)

$20,000
($10,000 each for 
two cases) set by 
magistrate
$100,000 ($50,000
each for two cases) 
after DAO appeal

11 3/25/2019 12:04:00 PM Stack M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR
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Hearing 
Date

Hearing 
Time

Magis- 
trate 
Name

Perceived 
Gender/Race

Attorney 
Assigned at 
Hearing

Relevant Details 
Mentioned At Hearing

Philadelphia 
District Attorney's 
Office request

Relevant Comments 
made

Bail set

12 3/25/2019 12:06:00 PM Stack F Black Public 
Defender

ROR ROR

13 3/25/2019 12:07:00 PM Stack M Black Private 
Attorney n/a

ROR

14 3/25/2019 12:09:00 PM Stack M Black Public 
Defender

ROR ROR

15 3/25/2019 12:17:00 PM Stack M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

$30,000 $25,000

16 3/25/2019 12:19:00 PM Stack M Black Public 
Defender

$25,000 $10,000

17 3/25/2019 12:21:00 PM Stack M White Public 
Defender

ROR ROR

18 3/26/2019 9:12:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender

$300,000 $100,000

19 3/26/2019 9:19:00 AM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

Employed, has four 
children

$100,000 $50,000

20 3/26/2019 9:20:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender n/a

Nonmonetary

21 3/26/2019 9:35:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender

$10,000 Nonmonetary

22 3/26/2019 9:39:00 AM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed SOB (amount 
unspecified)

SOB, $5,000

23 3/26/2019 9:49:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender

Unemployed
n/a

ROR - Diversionary 
Court

24 3/26/2019 9:58:00 AM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

$200,000 (in
total for two cases)

$125,000 (in
total for two cases)

25 3/26/2019 10:02:00 AM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed
n/a

ROR

26 3/26/2019 10:13:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender

$50,000 $15,000
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Hearing 
Date

Hearing 
Time

Magis- 
trate 
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Gender/Race

Attorney 
Assigned at 
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Mentioned At Hearing

Philadelphia 
District Attorney's 
Office request

Relevant Comments 
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Bail set

27 3/26/2019 10:24:00 AM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

$200,000 Defendant:”There is no 
way I can pay this bail.” 
Magistrate: “Sir,
I can’t just lower your bail 
because you can’t afford 
it."

$150,000

28 3/26/2019 10:32:00 AM O’Brien F Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

29 3/26/2019 10:44:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender n/a

ROR - Diversionary 
Court

30 3/26/2019 10:46:00 AM O’Brien F Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

31 3/26/2019 10:52:00 AM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

$50,000 $25,000

32 3/26/2019 10:56:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender

“Upper end of the 
guidelines”

$7,500

33 3/26/2019 10:58:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender n/a

ROR -
Diversionary Court

34 3/26/2019 11:04:00 AM O’Brien F White Public 
Defender n/a

ROR -
Diversionary Court

35 3/26/2019 11:06:00 AM O’Brien F Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

Nonmonetary
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Hearing 
Time

Magis- 
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Philadelphia 
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Bail set

36 3/26/2019 11:09:00 AM O’Brien M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

ROR - Condition 
Type 2

Nonmonetary

37 3/26/2019 11:11:00 AM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR -
Diversionary Court

38 3/26/2019 11:14:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender n/a

Nonmonetary

39 3/26/2019 11:22:00 AM O’Brien M Black Court 
Appointed

$75,000 $50,000

40 3/26/2019 11:23:00 AM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender

ROR - Condition, 
Type 1

Nonmonetary

41 3/26/2019 11:34:00 AM O’Brien F Black Public 
Defender

$5,000 $10,000 SOB set by 
magistrate
$1,000 after DAO 
appeal

42 3/28/2019 8:43:00 PM Bedford M Black Court 
Appointed

Health worker

n/a

ROR

43 3/28/2019 8:59:00 PM Bedford F Asian/ Pacific 
Islander

Private 
Attorney

ROR ROR

44 3/28/2019 9:02:00 PM Bedford M White Public 
Defender

Unemployed
n/a

ROR

45 3/28/2019 9:10:00 PM Bedford F Black Private 
Attorney

$30,000
SOB

$25,000 SOB

46 3/28/2019 9:13:00 PM Bedford M Black Private 
Attorney n/a

ROR

47 3/28/2019 9:13:00 PM Bedford M Private 
Attorney

ROR ROR
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Philadelphia 
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Office request

Relevant Comments 
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48 3/28/2019 9:56:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed

$25,000 DAO: “I would love to 
believe the defendant 
could be out in society, 
but I honestly think he is 
going to be right back out 
on the street corner 
selling drugs”

$3,700 SOB set by 
magistrate
$25,000
after DAO appeal

49 4/6/2019 1:04:00 PM Bedford M Black Private 
Attorney

Employed ROR ROR

50 4/6/2019 1:10:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

51 4/6/2019 1:15:00 PM Bedford M White Public 
Defender

Unemployed, receiving 
public assistance

ROR ROR

52 4/6/2019 1:20:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

Stated he couldn’t 
afford attorney

$5,000 SOB $5,000 SOB

53 4/6/2019 1:26:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

$5,000 SOB Nonmonetary

54 4/6/2019 1:30:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed
n/a

ROR

55 4/6/2019 1:33:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

Working sporadically
n/a

Nonmonetary

56 4/6/2019 1:36:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

ROR - Diversionary 
Court

57 4/6/2019 1:41:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

SOB (amount not 
specified)

$3,000 SOB
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Hearing 
Time
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Philadelphia 
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Office request

Relevant Comments 
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Bail set

58 4/6/2019 1:45:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

Guideline bail Magistrate: “I’m going to 
set at the lower end of 
the guidelines”

$3,700

59 4/6/2019 1:50:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

Guideline bail Magistrate: “I’m going to 
set at the lower end of 
the guidelines”

$3,700

60 4/6/2019 1:52:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

61 4/6/2019 1:54:00 PM Bedford M Black Private 
Attorney n/a

ROR

62 4/6/2019 2:00:00 PM Bedford F Black Public 
Defender

SOB ROR

63 4/6/2019 2:02:00 PM Bedford M Native Amer- 
ican/ Alaskan 
Native

Private 
Attorney

n/a ROR

64 4/6/2019 2:06:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

Employed as security 
guard

$25,000 “I’m going to set bail 
lower because his 
employment
might explain the
gun.”

$12,000

65 4/6/2019 2:15:00 PM Bedford F White Public 
Defender

SOB (amount 
unspecified)

$7400 SOB ($3,700 
SOB on each of two 
cases)

66 4/6/2019 2:17:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

67 4/6/2019 2:19:00 PM Bedford M White Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

68 4/6/2019 2:21:00 PM Bedford F Black Private 
Attorney n/a

ROR
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69 4/6/2019 2:26:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

Unemployed
n/a

ROR

70 4/6/2019 2:32:00 PM Bedford M White Private 
Attorney

$5,000 SOB Nonmonetary

71 4/6/2019 2:35:00 PM Bedford M White Public 
Defender n/a

Nonmonetary

72 4/6/2019 2:47:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

Works part time $25,000 $12,000

73 4/7/2019 9:14:00 AM Bedford M White Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

74 4/7/2019 9:21:00 AM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed $50,000 $50,000

75 4/7/2019 9:25:00 AM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed
inaudible

$25,000

76 4/7/2019 9:31:00 AM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed $250,000 Public Defender asks to 
lower to $50k, denied

$150,000

77 4/7/2019 9:34:00 AM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

78 4/7/2019 9:36:00 AM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

Unemployed
n/a

ROR

79 4/7/2019 9:52:00 AM Bedford M White Public 
Defender

Works full time, three 
young children

Guideline bail $12,000

80 4/7/2019 9:58:00 AM Bedford F Black Public 
Defender

Homeless, works part 
time inaudible 

$250,000

81 4/7/2019 10:04:00 AM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

Magistrate: “He will get 
credit for time served”

$10,000

82 4/7/2019 10:09:00 AM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

ROR
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Bail set

83 4/7/2019 10:17:00 AM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

84 4/7/2019 10:22:00 AM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

Magistrate: “He will get 
credit for time served”

$1,000

85 4/7/2019 10:25:00 AM Bedford M White Public 
Defender n/a

Magistrate: “He will get 
credit for time served”

$250

86 4/7/2019 10:26:00 AM Bedford M White Public 
Defender

n/a ROR

87 4/7/2019 10:27:00 AM Bedford M White Public 
Defender

n/a ROR

88 4/7/2019 10:34:00 AM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

89 4/7/2019 10:42:00 AM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

Magistrate: “He will get 
credit for time served”

$250

90 4/11/2019 8:05:00 PM Devlin M Black Public 
Defender

ROR ROR - diversionary 
court

91 4/11/2019 8:10:00 PM Devlin M Black Public 
Defender

Cash bail (no 
specific amount)

ROR

92 4/11/2019 8:12:00 PM Devlin M Black Public 
Defender

Full-time job ROR ROR

93 4/11/2019 8:23:00 PM Devlin M White
Public 
Defender

$200,000
(changed to SOB)

$5,000 SOB

94 4/11/2019 8:28:00 PM Devlin M Hispanic/
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

$5,000

95 4/11/2019 8:25:00 PM Devlin M White Private 
Attorney n/a

$10,000 SOB

96 4/11/2019 8:38:00 PM Devlin M White Public 
Defender n/a

Nonmonetary
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97 4/11/2019 8:40:00 PM Devlin M Hispanic/
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

ROR - diversionary 
court

98 4/11/2019 8:43:00 PM Devlin M Black Private 
Attorney

$50,000 DAO: “We’re requesting 
$50k to protect the 
complaining witness.”

$35,000

99 4/11/2019 8:48:00 PM Devlin M Black Private 
Attorney n/a

$5,000

100 4/13/2019 5:18:00 PM Bedford M Black Private 
Attorney n/a

$3,000 SOB

101 4/13/2019 5:22:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

$75,000 $25,000

102 4/13/2019 5:22:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

$75,000 $25,000

103 4/13/2019 5:24:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

104 4/13/2019 5:32:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

105 4/13/2019 5:44:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

$250

106 4/13/2019 5:50:00 PM Bedford M Black Court 
Appointed

$5,000 $5,000

107 4/13/2019 5:54:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

108 4/13/2019 5:56:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

109 4/13/2019 6:04:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

$1,000,000 $500,000

110 4/13/2019 6:12:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

111 4/13/2019 6:15:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

112 4/13/2019 6:20:00 PM Bedford M Hispanic/ 
Latino

Public 
Defender

Guideline bail $22,000
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Hearing 
Date

Hearing 
Time

Magis- 
trate 
Name

Perceived 
Gender/Race

Attorney 
Assigned at 
Hearing

Relevant Details 
Mentioned At Hearing

Philadelphia 
District Attorney's 
Office request

Relevant Comments 
made

Bail set

113 4/13/2019 6:22:00 PM Bedford M White Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

114 4/13/2019 6:30:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

$1,000,000 Magistrate: “I think $1M 
is punitive, I’m not going 
to set that kind of bail”

$500,000

115 4/13/2019 6:33:00 PM Bedford M White Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

116 4/13/2019 6:35:00 PM Bedford F White Public 
Defender n/a

ROR

117 4/13/2019 6:43:00 PM Bedford M Black Public 
Defender

$200,000 $150,000

118 4/13/2019 6:51:00 PM Bedford F Black Public 
Defender

“Bail within the
guidelines”

$3,000 SOB

119 4/14/2019 1:12:00 PM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

$2,500 $5,000 SOB

120 4/14/2019 1:17:00 PM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

$5,000 $5,000 SOB

121 4/14/2019 1:23:00 PM O’Brien M White Public 
Defender

“Top of the 
guidelines” -
$12,000

$5,000

122 4/14/2019 1:24:00 PM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

ROR Nonmonetary

123 4/14/2019 1:31:00 PM O’Brien M Hispanic/
Latino

Public 
Defender

$50,000 $20,000

124 4/14/2019 1:35:00 PM O’Brien M Black Public 
Defender

Six kids to support $50,000 Magistrate: “On a 
misdemeanor?!”

$50,000 SOB

125 4/14/2019 1:40:00 PM O’Brien M Black Private 
Attorney

$10,000 $10,000


